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1. INTRODUCTION  

Background 

HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) was contracted by the City of Austin (COA) to perform a preliminary engineering 

report evaluating the feasibility of new multi-use pedestrian bridge alternatives spanning the Colorado River near 

the Longhorn Dam and associated trail connectivity improvements.  This report also illustrates improved 

connectivity to the Ann and Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail, Guerrero Park and Trails, Country Club Creek Trail, 

Pleasant Valley Road, and protected bicycle lanes.  

Multi-use pedestrian bridge alternatives include: 

• Longhorn Shores to Lady Bird Lake Peninsula Crossing. 

• Longhorn Shores to Holly Shores Crossing, Upstream of Longhorn Dam. 

• Widening of the Existing Longhorn Dam Bridge. 

• Longhorn Shores to Holly Shores Crossing, Downstream of Longhorn Dam. 

• No build. 

In addition to the connectivity provided by the multi-use pedestrian bridge, system connectivity improvements are 

as follows: 

• Trail Upgrades at the intersection of Lakeshore Blvd. and Pleasant Valley Rd. 

• Pleasant Valley Undercrossing Structure Replacement. 

• Replacement of the bridge connecting Holly Shores to Lady Bird Lake Peninsula. 

A no build alternative was included in the evaluation. True to the nature of a no build alternative, the facility will 

remain in its current condition as of the writing of this report. However, a no build alternative was not preferred as 

the public felt it was important to invest in safety and access improvements at the Longhorn Dam. For that reason, 

this report does not discuss the alternative option in detail.  

Existing Conditions 

The Ann and Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail is located around portions of Lady Bird Lake near downtown Austin.  

The main trail is approximately 10 miles in length extending from Loop 1 to Longhorn Dam.  The City of Austin has 

made various improvements to this trail over the years.  Named for a former Austin mayor and his wife, this trail 

system receives more than 2.6 million visits per year and is one of Austin’s most popular recreation areas. 

In addition to a recreational path, this continuous loop around Lady Bird Lake serves as a high-comfort bicycle and 

pedestrian east-west transportation route with Lady Bird Lake crossings for Austin’s urban core.  In addition to the 

trail loop, there are several other connections to on and off-street bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

The project area focuses on the east end of the trail.  It encompasses Lakeshore Blvd., Longhorn Shores, Longhorn 

Dam, Holly Shores, and the unnamed peninsula. See Figure 1.1 for the project vicinity map. 
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